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From the existing nearly 30 000 species of fish, only about 1 500 are of 
interest as decorative species. It’s difficult even to experts to understand 
the possibilities of fish combinations in the mixed expositions. The 
compatibility is an abstract concept rather and there are no universal 
solutions; the relations between inhabitants of an aquarium occasionally 
seem improbable and non-reproducible. The wider a specific range of 
inhabitants of an aquarium is the more difficult is to provide optimal 
conditions for each of them. Nevertheless, there are certain rules of a 
specific combination of fishes in an aquarium taking into account their 
biological features and abiotic factors.  
Abiotic factors are factors of inanimate nature which influence on the 
organism directly or indirectly. First of all it is necessary to pay attention 
to concordance of requirements to the habitat (keeping) and feeding. 
Sea fishes in relation to conditions of the water environment (salinity, 
рН and temperature) are subdivided in tropical fishes (18-35%о; 8,0-8,4 
and 24-30 0C) and cold water fishes (18-35%о; 7,8-8,4 and 18-35 0C). 
Though representatives of the majority of species live in quite broad 
range of conditions and can adapt substantially to their deviation, many 
of them (for example, neon tetras) loses ability for reproduction in case 
of inappropriate parameters of the environment. It is recommended to 
put fishes which are similar on the matter of vital needs and geographic 
range in one aquarium. So, for some fishes existence of a stony bottom is 
more preferable and to others thickets of water vegetation is needed or 
on the contrary, some need an open space.  
Meanwhile, even the fishes which are almost completely compatible on 
the requirements (for example, loaches), they can differ in the behavior. 
The knowledge of these features will allow to create favorable 
"atmosphere" in the aquarium. It is desirable to consider also life 
expectancy of fishes. At small-sized and viviparous fishes live shorter 
than large species which lay eggs. When reviewing interspecies 
compatibility of fishes it is necessary to expand the database of a 
personal experience of different aquarians as it is made, for example, for 
diskus as  the representatives of the same types can peacefully coexist in 
one case, and in another a conflict may occur. 


